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Handmg the CIA and the Reagan
.administration a major- victory, the
Senate voted yesterday.to drop a
criminal intent. clause from a bhill
making it a crime to disclose the
narnes  of US. mtellxgence opera-
tives.im -

Bya surpnsmgly lopsnded vote of
55 to 39, Sen. John- H. Chafee (R--
R.I) won approval of a looser stan-.
dard that would outlaw such disclo--
sures when made with “reason to
believe” "that such activities would -
impair or _impede the foreign intel- |

ligence: actwmes mof the United

States -y 1t lEiee:
~The 'controversial"-m"easme, which
could come up for-Senate passage
today, would for the: first time-in
American history make it a crime to ;
publish. information. even when ob-
tained from public records. - »2saz-.’
" The identities - of. CIA ‘-station’
chiefs and other intelligence officers
assigned = t6—-American— embassies:
overseas frequently.can be gleaned ;
from library-shelf documents such as |
old editions of the State Depart-
ment’s Biographic' Register: == | |
~ White House and CIA lobbylsts

SRS e T _W'J nw‘ﬁ-—uibtrr—"
'_teamed up to help put Chafee’s pro-]
- posal across and; lllustratmg the-i 1m«
.portance- the>- administration:i-at-3 ¥
tached :to the .measure,Vice: Presr-
dent Bush presided: over the-vote: .
Bush, :a- former..CIA-director;:-also
. made about half a-dozen calls to se: }

‘,wv'

+lected . senators- last: week, accordmv i

-to Chafeeaneziagizdd o, nawe:
~ “We.took a bath” Jerry Berman,
legislative counsel for the American'
Civil Liberties Union; conceded after
the vote. He said three senators who -
had indicated they would vote-for a
(criminal intent clause wound up on

" the ‘other side along With a number of other sen-
_ward the stiffer standard of proof. =zt

- fall:to-require a showing of an “intent to impair or
" impede ithe foreign intelligence activities of the

.suggwted that one story along that line, for exam-
-ple; Swould ot constitute “a_pattern of activities

! agents, informants-and sources of operatnonal ast

ators :who had been. thought to be “leapmv to-

TheSenate Judiciary Committee had {:oted last

.United States” on  the part of journalists and other
- outsiders:prosecuted under the law.
. Chafee, however, contended it would be’ too
-difficults to. secure convictions under an “intent”
_standard;-which -he argued “provides a loophole
big-enough-to drive a truck through.”
Meeting-with reporters after the vote, Chafee
ingisted- that the “legitimate press” could still
cover the CIA. adequately thhout nammg
names s -
. “Don’t—give the mpressxon now- that you re
being-absolutely handcuffed,” Chafee admonished.
“I don’t think the CIA is going to go'racing around
trym,, g tofnab everybody. You know very well the
typeof . pubhcatlon the bill is aimed at. :
Journalistic organizations such as the Society of'}
Professional Joumal:sm' the American Newspaper-
Publishers-Association and the National Newspa-
per: Assocmtxon had joined in lobbying against the
Chafee ‘amendment on grounds that it would cri-
minalize even news stories aimed at.disclosing il-
«Jegal or improper intelligence activities and would
‘stifle the publication of many legitimate articles. -
2 Cbafee denied that, insisting journalists would
have ‘one whale of a defense” anytime they
named names in disclosing an illegal operation. He:

‘intended- to-identify‘ ‘and’ expose covert agents, .
whlch his’amendment; also requires. *=:;
7.'The Rhode-Island Republican ob;ected stren-.-
‘uously-on the Senate floor, however, when'Sen.
‘Bill Bradley .(D-N.J.) moved toitone down the-.
“Chafee "amendment . by - ‘more precnsely def’ nmg'

pattem of activities” ‘¥ % ity Ty
i Bradley asked for a roll call vote on hxs prov:so,
: ut‘xt was put off until today.- -

~Sehate passage ‘of the bill would send it. to a]
oonference with the House, which adopted ;an'
even broader measure Jast September. It prohibits’
naming former as well as present: CIA officers for.
five years after any overseas duty! and forbids the
identification ~for; :life of :so-called - contract

ent: Ensd@sm*e

Adxsclnsure Journalistsand other outsiders would

‘Americans to monitor their government.” ACLU

‘sistance, unless-the govemment_declasslf' Tes thexr
connectxom,.ekm b ol bk s atien

STAT

law iyams |

“.'The bill also protects FBI countermtellwence
and counterterrorism agents and informants as
well as officers, agents and sources of other units
such as the Defense Intelligence Agency.

Present and past government officials who have
had access to such names would -face-up to 10
years in prison and $50,000 fines for unauthorized

face maximum penaltxes of three years in’ pnson
and $15,000 fines, -

.The Society ‘of Professional Journalists pro-
tested in a statement after yesterday’s vote that it ! '
was unconstitutional and “strikes at the right of

spokesman John Shattuck said his organization

was prepared to challenge its constltutxonallty in
court, assummg 1t is signed into law.”

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/02 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000200970055-3



